
 
 

London Glassblowing at Collect and beyond 
 
 
London Glassblowing promises to be one of the stars of this year’s Collect: The International Art Fair 
for Modern Craft and Design. The show, which runs at London’s Saatchi Gallery from 28 February – 3 
March, provides an opportunity for visitors to discover some of the best makers from around the world. 
And to celebrate the studio will be displaying new pieces from the country’s top glass makers such as 
Louis Thompson, Anthony Scala and founder Peter Layton on stand 7.1. One of the highlights promises 
to include work from Tim Rawlinson, who had a hugely successful solo exhibition in the gallery during 
November. 
 
Meanwhile, continuing their successful collaboration, Thompson is working once again with leading 
graphic designer and environmental activist Sophie Thomas to create a piece that highlights issues 
surrounding marine waste for Collect Open, the area of the fair that puts the spotlight on experimental 
installations. 
 
Importantly at the same time, London Glassblowing throws open its own gallery doors on Bermondsey 
Street for a ’fringe’ exhibition entitled Gather, which will feature work from the best of the artists 
showing at Collect as well as Layne Rowe, Elliot Walker, Jochen Ott and recent RCA graduate Laura 
McKinley. 
 
‘February is a tremendously important time of the year for us and the crafts world in general,’ says 
Peter Layton. ‘Collect at the Saatchi Gallery is a major event of course and I’m delighted with the work 
from all the artists we’re showing. But we also think it’s vital that we go that extra yard and put on a 
show of our own in the gallery. It’s a way of displaying pieces from all the makers that work here, as 
well as others we represent, and gives visitors to the capital the full gamut of what we do. We can’t 
wait to welcome people both to our stand and our studio.’ 
 
ENDS 
 
For further information and images please contact Cora Kemp at Informare PR & Communications. 
cora@informare.co.uk 
07903 481131 
 
 
Collect 2019 Opening times: 
 
Thursday 28 February: 11am - 5pm 
Friday 1 March: 11am – 6pm 
Saturday 2 March: 11am – 6pm 



Sunday 3 March 11am – 6pm 
London Glassblowing will be on stand 7.1. 
For ticket information: www.collect2019.org.uk 
Gather runs from 15 February – 16 March 2019 at London Glassblowing, 62-66 
Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3UD 
londonglassblowing.co.uk 
 
 
 
Information for editors: 
London Glassblowing is one of the UK’s most renowned contemporary glass studios. Importantly it is a 
place where pieces are made as well as displayed. Located in one of the capital’s cultural hotspots of 
Bermondsey Street, it was founded by Peter Layton in 1976. 
 
Layton initially started his professional life as a ceramist, learning at the Central School of Art and Design 
under the likes of Ruth Duckworth and Gordon Baldwin, before travelling to the States and working in 
the ceramics department of the University of Iowa. By coincidence Harvey Littleton and a number of 
other potters were working on new hot glass techniques there at the time and he became smitten with 
the material.Nowadays the studio consists of Layton, who at the age of 81 remains extraordinarily 
active, as well as 10 resident artists – from some of the nation’s leading names in glass such as Louis 
Thompson and Layne Rowe via up-and-coming makers like Elliot Walker. Together they create pieces 
in the workshop at the back of the building. 
 
The studio is available for bespoke private, corporate or public commissions. Each one is given careful 
and comprehensive consideration to provide unique and inspired solutions to any given brief. These 
may be free-blown, hot-worked in solid glass, or moulded and kiln formed as required, and in 
consultation, with the client. Entry to the studio and gallery is free and visitors can pull up a chair to 
watch master makers at work. London Glassblowing also offers glass making classes (although is fully 
booked for 2018). 


